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Supporting research into helping save the lives of children with bone marrow respiratory disease.

Progress Report – Better Lungs and Life after Transplant 
 
On behalf of The Bella Tripp Foundation, I am pleased to share with you our first Progress Report: Better Lungs 
and Life after Transplant. This report provides a comprehensive overview of our impact and activities since the 
Foundation’s establishment in August 2023.

We are profoundly grateful for your contribution to this progress. Your support—whether through time, funding, 
collaboration or awareness—has been instrumental in helping us work toward a future where no child is lost to 
undiagnosed post-transplant respiratory complications. Please find the report enclosed for your review. We hope it 
offers insight into the difference your involvement is making. If you have any questions or would like to discuss how 
we can continue working together, I warmly welcome the opportunity.

Thank you for standing with us as we continue this journey. We look forward to building on this momentum in the 
years ahead.  

Kind Regards,

 
Yasmina Tripp - Chair                                        Tina Tripp - Director                                   Emma Auld - Director

The Bella Tripp Foundation                                                   
info@thebellatrippfoundation.org.au  
                                                

thebellatrippfoundation.org.au The Bella Tripp Foundation
ABN 34 255 123 949

P  0414 593 636
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Thank You
From Our 
Founder 
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As I reflect on the journey of The Bella Tripp 
Foundation to date, I am deeply moved by the 
generosity, dedication, and compassion of those 
who have stood with us. This Foundation was 
born out of love—a love for a remarkable young 
girl whose kindness knew no bounds. Established 
in August 2023 in memory of my daughter, 
Isabella Claire Tripp—Bella—our mission is to 
honour her legacy by advancing research and 
awareness to improve outcomes for children 
facing similar medical challenges.

Bella’s passing in April 2022, at just 14 years old, 
was a profound loss. She faced leukaemia with 
extraordinary courage, but complications from a 
bone marrow transplant ultimately took her life. 
Among the greatest risks for children undergoing 
these transplants are respiratory complications, 
which often go undetected until it is too late. Our 
Foundation is dedicated to changing that.

Since our inception, we have worked tirelessly 
to raise awareness and secure funding for 
groundbreaking research into the early detection 
and treatment of post-transplant lung diseases. 
Over the past year, we have expanded our efforts, 
deepening our commitment to funding critical 
research, engaging with the community to drive 
awareness, and strengthening our advocacy 
through meaningful partnerships. By funding 
research focused on early detection of potential 
complications, we are working towards improved 
treatment options that could save lives. Through 
community engagement, we are ensuring 
that families, healthcare professionals, and 
policymakers recognise the urgency of this issue.

And by collaborating with leading researchers 
and institutions, we are helping to accelerate 
medical advancements in this field.

I am profoundly grateful for the unwavering 
support from our community—our donors, 
volunteers, medical professionals, and 
advocates. Every contribution, every event, and 
every partnership has helped us move closer to 
our vision: a future where children who undergo 
bone marrow transplants have a real chance  
at a healthier life.

As we look ahead, we remain steadfast in our 
mission. There is still much to do, but together,  
we can continue to create lasting change.  
Thank you for being part of this journey of  
love, resilience, and hope.

Yasmina Tripp 
Founder and Chair, 
The Bella Tripp Foundation 

We have worked tirelessly to 
raise awareness and secure 
funding for critical research into 
early detection and treatment of 
post-transplant lung diseases.

“ 

”

Every contribution, every event, 
and every partnership has 
helped us move closer to our 
vision: a future where children 
who undergo bone marrow 
transplants have a real chance 
at a healthier life.

“ 

”
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Our Vision
and Mission

At The Bella Tripp Foundation, our mission is  
to drive research that leads to the early  
diagnosis and treatment of lung diseases in 
children who have undergone bone marrow 
transplants. By securing funding and fostering 
partnerships with leading medical institutions, 
we are working towards a future where no child’s 
life is lost due to undetected post-transplant 
complications. Alongside research, we are 
dedicated to raising awareness and advocating 
for systemic improvements in paediatric  
bone marrow transplant care, ensuring that 
families and healthcare providers have access  
to the knowledge and resources needed to 
improve outcomes. 

Our vision is a world where every child who 
undergoes a bone marrow transplant has  
access to early detection and effective 
treatment for respiratory complications.  
Through research, education, and advocacy, 
our vision will be achieved when the risk of 
fatalities or long-term negative health outcomes 
arising from bone marrow transplant associated 
respiratory complications and disease has been 
completely removed.
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Bone marrow diseases 
can be caused by genetic 
factors, environmental 
exposures, or other 
underlying health conditions. 

Treatments may include 
medications, blood 
transfusions, or bone  
marrow transplants. ¹

Younger donors  
(18-30 years old) are 
most needed for bone 
marrow donations. 

This is because their 
blood stem cells result  
in the best outcomes  
for transplant patients. ²

Sources: 
¹ MedlinePlus. Bone 
Marrow Diseases. U.S. 
National Library of 
Medicine.
² Leukaemia Foundation. 
Blood Stem Cell (Bone 
Marrow) Donation.
3 Weiner, D. J., et al. "Lung 
Function, Pulmonary 
Complications, and 
Mortality after Allogeneic 
Blood and Marrow 
Transplantation in 
Children." Biology of 
Blood and Marrow 
Transplantation, vol. 15, no. 
7, 2009, pp. 817–826.

A staggering 52% of children 
who have a bone marrow 
transplant (BMT) experience 
respiratory complications

Children who develop such 
complications have nearly 
a fivefold increased risk of 
mortality within five years 
post-transplant compared to 
those without complications. 3

Did you 
know?



More 
About Us

WHO WE ARE
The Bella Tripp Foundation is an Australian 
registered not-for-profit organisation dedicated 
to improving survival outcomes for children 
undergoing bone marrow transplants. 
Established in August 2023 in loving memory 
of Isabella Claire Tripp, Bella for short, the 
Foundation is committed to funding vital 
research, raising awareness, and advocating 
for early detection and treatment of post-
transplant lung diseases. By working closely with 
medical institutions, researchers, and healthcare 
professionals, we aim to drive advancements 
that will make a meaningful difference in the lives 
of children facing similar medical challenges.



OUR STORY
Bella was a bright, kind-hearted, and courageous 
young girl who faced leukaemia with unwavering 
strength. In April 2022, at just 14 years old, 
she tragically passed away due to respiratory 
complications following a bone marrow 
transplant. These complications remain a 
leading cause of post-transplant mortality, often 
undetected until it is too late.

Her legacy lives on through the Foundation, 
which strives to ensure that children undergoing 
similar medical journeys receive the best 
possible care and support. Through research, 
advocacy, and awareness, we are determined 
to create a future where early detection and 
intervention can prevent such tragedies.

WHAT WE DO
The Foundation actively funds medical research 
focused on early detection and treatment 
of post-transplant lung disease. By working 
with researchers and clinicians, we help drive 
progress in developing diagnostic tools and 
treatment options that can save lives. 

Raising awareness is another key aspect 
of our work, ensuring that families, medical 
professionals, and policymakers recognise the 
urgency of this issue. Advocacy remains at the 
heart of our efforts as we continue to push for 
medical advancements and policy changes that  
improve the standard of care for paediatric 
transplant patients.

OUR IMPACT SO FAR
To date, we have:
•	 funded initial stages of critical medical research;

	– held numerous fundraising and awareness 
raising activities, reaching an Australia  
wide audience;

	– registered the Foundation with the Australian 
Charities and Not for Profits Commission, 
obtained deductible gift recipient status, 
and established the Foundation's board and 
constituent documents;

•	 joined ambassadors and sponsors to our  
cause and developed our branding and  
media presence;

Every milestone achieved is a step towards our 
goal of preventing tragedies like Bella’s from 
happening to other families.

LOOKING FORWARD
As we move forward, our focus remains on 
strengthening our impact through research, 
collaboration, and awareness. We will continue 
working closely with the medical community 
to fund innovative research that can change 
lives. Advocacy efforts will see the Foundation 
continue to engage with medical researchers to 
push for improved access to early diagnosis and 
treatment options. 

Most importantly, we remain committed to 
working on solutions to reduce lung related risks 
for families navigating the difficult bone marrow 
transplant journey, offering them hope and a 
vision for a healthier future. With your continued 
support, we will keep pushing towards a world 
where no child’s life is lost due to undiagnosed 
post-transplant complications. 

Thank you for being part of  
this journey of love, resilience, 
and hope.

“ 

”

Through research, advocacy, and 
awareness, we are determined  
to create a future where early  
detection and intervention can 
prevent such tragedies.

“ 

”
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ADVOCACY AND AWARENESS
At the heart of The Bella Tripp Foundation is a 
simple yet powerful belief: awareness drives 
change. Inspired by Bella’s journey, we are 
committed to shining a light on the respiratory 
complications that can arise following 
paediatric bone marrow transplants. The more 
awareness we raise, the greater our prospects 
are of generating further funding to continue 
meaningful research.

We invite you to be part of this change. By 
increasing awareness, we can help ensure that 
the need to find improved diagnostic tests and 
treatment options for respiratory complications 
in paediatric bone marrow transplant recipients 
receives greater attention. 

Together, we can make a lasting impact. If you 
would like to support our work as an ambassador 
or sponsor, please contact us at  
info@thebellatrippfoundation.org.au.

VOLUNTEERING AND FUNDRAISING
Community involvement is at the heart of 
our fundraising efforts. Whether through 
volunteering at our events or organising your 
own, every contribution helps raise awareness 
and fund vital research into respiratory 
complications following paediatric bone  
marrow transplants. 

From hosting a movie or karaoke night to 
holding a bake sale, sausage sizzle, fun-run, or 
community event, there are many ways to get 
involved and make a meaningful impact. 
We are always grateful for those who choose 
to support us through fundraising. To help 
make your event a success, we can provide 
promotional materials, logos, and event publicity, 
and where possible, attend in person to share 
more about the Foundation’s mission. Every 
effort, no matter how big or small, plays a vital 
role in furthering Bella’s legacy and advancing 
life-changing research.

OUR SPONSORS
The Bella Tripp Foundation is deeply grateful 
for the generous support of our sponsors— 
Melbourne Storm, Lotus Living, Craig Whyte and 
Argyll Partners Chartered Accountants, White 
Top Events, and Made Agency. Through their 
ongoing support, these organisations play a 
crucial role in advancing medical understanding 
and improving outcomes for future transplant 
recipients. Their partnership reflects a shared 
dedication to honouring Bella’s legacy and 
working towards a future where no child faces 
these challenges alone.
 
We extend our heartfelt appreciation to our 
sponsors for standing with us in our mission to 
fund life-changing research.

At the heart of The Bella Tripp 
Foundation is a simple yet 
powerful belief: awareness 
drives change.

“ 

”

We extend our heartfelt 
appreciation to our sponsors for 
standing with us in our mission 
to fund life-changing research.

“ 

”
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Glen Boss

Ryan Papenhuyzen Nelson Asofa-SolomonaCameron Munster

Angus Sampson

OUR AMBASSADORS
The Bella Tripp Foundation is privileged to 
have the support of an inspiring group of 
ambassadors who are personally committed 
to our cause. Each ambassador has a personal 
connection to Bella and has seen and felt the 
impact that these complications can have on the 
life of a child as well as their family. 
 
Our ambassadors — elite athletes Cameron 
Munster, Ryan Papenhuyzen, Nelson Asofa-
Solomona, Glen Boss, and renowned actor 
Angus Sampson — use their platforms to amplify 
our message, advocate for better support 
systems, and engage in fundraising efforts. Their 
dedication helps shine a light on the challenges 
faced by transplant recipients and their families, 
ensuring that no child faces this journey alone.

Through their influence, generosity, and 
unwavering commitment, our ambassadors play 
a vital role in driving change and keeping Bella’s 
legacy alive. We are deeply grateful for their 
support in helping us create a future where more 
children can thrive after life-saving transplants.

Their dedication helps shine a 
light on the challenges faced by 
transplant recipients and their 
families, ensuring that no child 
faces this journey alone.

“ 

”
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Our Impact and 
Research Initiatives

The Bella Tripp Foundation has played a material 
part in advancing research, raising awareness, 
and fostering collaboration to improve 
outcomes for children undergoing bone marrow 
transplants. As reported in our 2023-2024 Annual 
Information Statement lodged with the Australian 
Charities and Not for Profits Commission, as 
at the end of 30 June 2024, we have raised 
$431,774.00 in funding. At the time of this report, 
our accounts for the 2024-2025 financial year 
were not finalised, however we anticipate we will 
maintain a modest net surplus that will be applied 
in subsequent reporting periods to research 
and awareness efforts.  More detail in relation 
to our 2023-2024 Annual Information Statement 
and the Australian Charities and Not for Profits 
Commission regulatory regime is available at 
https://www.acnc.gov.au/”.  

Through this funding, have been fortunate to 
be able to make a financial contribution to 2 
research papers aimed at developing improved 
detection methods and treatment options for 
post-transplant respiratory complications.  

A copy of two of these papers is set out in the 
Appendix to this report, and a summary of one 
report is set out on page 16. 

Also, through public campaigns and fundraising 
events, we have increased awareness of this 
critical issue, ensuring that more families, medical 
professionals, and policymakers recognise the 
urgency of early intervention. 

Our five community engagement events have 
strengthened partnerships between researchers, 
healthcare professionals, and donors, creating 
new opportunities for collaboration and support. 

See page 48 for more details about the events. 
These efforts are not just about funding 
research; they are about bringing hope. 

By driving progress in medical science and 
advocacy, we are working towards better 
treatment protocols, improved survival rates, and 
a future where no child’s life is cut short due to 
undiagnosed post-transplant complications.
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RESPIRATORY BURDEN OF PAEDIATRIC BMT
Up to 74% of children receiving BMT—around 
5,000 children worldwide each year—experience 
respiratory complications. These complications 
often lead to serious outcomes, including 
reduced exercise capacity, prolonged hospital 
stays, oxygen dependency, and a significantly 
increased mortality risk within 10 years  
post-transplant.

While respiratory complications following BMT 
are common, they remain poorly understood. 
Early diagnosis is difficult due to limited 
diagnostic tools, and current treatments are 
often ineffective or carry significant side effects.

 
Researchers at the Murdoch Children’s Research 
Institute (MCRI) and clinicians at the Royal 
Children’s Hospital (RCH) are committed to 
addressing this critical gap. Their work focuses 
on advancing understanding, improving  
early diagnosis, and developing new,  
effective treatments.

LEVERAGING SINGLE-CELL TECHNOLOGY
Single-cell technology allows us to study cell 
behaviour at an unprecedented level, revealing 
how specific cells contribute to disease. The 
teams at MCRI and RCH have launched a pilot 
study using this technology to analyse blood 
and lung samples from children who have 
undergone a BMT, deepening our understanding 
of respiratory complications at a cellular level.

Their work aims to develop 
rapid diagnostic tests, identify 
more effective treatments with 
fewer side effects, and explore 
biomarkers for predicting post-
BMT complications.

“ 

”

The study includes a retrospective analysis of 117 
pre-transplant samples and a prospective study 
using new samples collected during routine care, 
minimising discomfort. 

The researchers are examining cytokines—
proteins released by cells that can cause severe, 
irreversible lung damage. 

Their work aims to develop rapid diagnostic 
tests, identify more effective treatments with 
fewer side effects, and explore biomarkers for 
predicting post-BMT complications. In addition, 
approved medications may be evaluated for 
faster, cost-effective treatment options. 

 RECENT ACHIEVEMENTS AND PROGRESS
We are pleased to advise that the research 
team have made significant progress with the 
retrospective study, which is now complete and 
has been submitted for publication. Impressively, 
researchers analysed samples from 183 children 
and examined 78 different cytokines.
 
The research has so far found that two  
cytokines (CXCL9 and Chitinase 3 Like 1) 
measured before transplant could predict 
which children would develop post-transplant 
respiratory complications. 

While respiratory complications 
following BMT are common,  
they remain poorly understood. 

“ 

”

Understanding Respiratory Complications  
of Bone Marrow Transplants
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We are hopeful and confident 
that the prospective study will 
yield similarly helpful results, 
and once again this would not 
have been possible without the 
support of the Foundation.

“ 

”

Both cytokines are linked to lung disease and 
suggest an overactive interferon-gamma 
pathway, meaning the immune system is reacting 
too strongly, which can lead to inflammation 
and damage in the lungs. Existing medications 
that block this pathway could potentially protect 
children from these complications. 

The prospective study is also progressing well. 
The research team have recruited 20 participants 
and completed 12 months of follow-up and 
sample collection post-Hematopoietic Stem  
Cell Transplantation (HSCT). Recruitment is 
currently paused as we focus on analysing the 
collected biospecimens. 

This includes flow cytometry, a technique used 
to analyse cells, and cytokines analysis, which 
measures proteins that play a key role in the 
immune response. 

The team is now interpreting the generated 
data, and we look forward to sharing the results 
with you once they are available. Alongside 
both studies, the research team have recently 
published two papers. 

One is an expert review, and the other examines 
the burden of pulmonary complications at RCH 
and Perth Children's Hospital. 

Both papers include an acknowledgement of the 
generous support provided by The Bella Tripp 
Foundation. Copies of these impressive and 
valuable reports are included in the Appendix to 
this report.

KEY ACTIVITIES FOR 2025 
Our key activities for 2025 are:

Analyse the data from the prospective  
study to identify any additional biomarkers 
worth exploring.

Attempt to validate the cytokines 
identified in the retrospective study in the 
prospective study.

Continue to apply for grants to fund the  
other ideas we have for using the samples 
collected, such as cell-free DNA and gene 
expression analyses.

THANK YOU FROM 
DR. SHIVANTHAN SHANTHIKUMAR
"On behalf of our research team, I would like to 
extend a heartfelt thanks for the support from 
The Bella Tripp Foundation.

Before we started this work, we had no way  
of predicting pulmonary complications, and now 
thanks to your funding, we have identified two 
potential biomarkers in the retrospective study 
which may be able to improve the care  
we deliver. 

We are hopeful and confident that the 
prospective study will yield similarly helpful 
results, and once again this would not have been 
possible without the support of the Foundation.

As a team, we are so thankful that we can pursue 
this work so that we can reduce the burden and 
harm that comes from pulmonary complications 
of transplant."
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BACKGROUND & METHODS
Background:
•	 Pulmonary complications occur commonly post hematopoietic stem cell transplant (HCT) in children 

and contribute significantly to mortality.
•	 This mortality is influenced by the fact that pulmonary complications are often detected late, when 

irreversible lung damage has already occurred.
•	 Highlighting the importance to identify patients at risk of pulmonary as early as possible, prior to HCT.

Methods:
Plasma samples from 117 pre HCT patients and 66 healthy controls were used to measure 78 soluble immune 
analytes and clinical outcome data on post HCT complications was collected. (Fig 1). Principal components 
analyses (PCA) was used to determine the drivers of variability between groups. Mann-Whitney U tests were 
used to compare differences in pre-HCT plasma cytokine levels between groups. To explore biomarkers 
which predict post HCT lung disease, area under the curve (AUC) and receiver operating characteristic (ROC) 
curves were used.

Elevated plasma CXCL9 and CHI3L1 prior to HCT  
predict post-HCT pulmonary complications in children
Hannah Walker1,3-4, Liam Grubbels3, Diane Hanna1,3-4, Theresa Cole1,3-4, Gabrielle Haeusler1,3-4, Shivanthan 
Shanthikumar2-4 & Melanie Neeland3-4

1 Children’s Cancer Centre, The Royal Children’s Hospital Melbourne, Australia
2 Respiratory Medicine, The Royal Children’s Hospital, Melbourne, Australia
3 Murdoch Children’s Research Institute, Melbourne, Australia
4 The University of Melbourne, Australia
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Primary Objective:
1.	To identify plasma biomarkers predictive of post HCT pulmonary complications in children undergoing HCT. 

Secondary Objective:
1.	To determine whether cytokine concentrations in normal children can be used as control patients  

for children undergoing HCT.

RESULTS - ADOLESCENTS WITH A MALIGNANT 
INDICATION PRE-HCT ARE PRO-INFLAMMATORY 
COMPARED TO HEALTHY PATIENTS 
•	 Principal components analyses (PCA) of pre-

HCT malignant (n=97) and healthy (n=66) patients 
plasma cytokine data showed clinical group (PC1, 
p=4.050E-32) and age (PC2; p=2.44E-03) contributed 
to the variability in cytokines seen (Fig 2).

•	 Comparing each age category of pre-HCT malignant 
and healthy patients showed clear differences 
across all age groups (Fig 2), with infants pre-HCT 
showing markedly reduced levels of 13 analytes 
compared to healthy infants.

•	 In contrast to what is seen in healthy children, pre-
HCT patients became increasingly pro-inflammatory 
with increasing age when compared to healthy 
children. Adolescents showing upregulation of 10 
analytes compared to healthy children.
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RESULTS – CHARACTERISTICS OF LUNG COMPLICATIONS
•	 Pulmonary complications occurred in 53% (62/117) of transplant patients
•	 Demographics of these patients are shown in Table 1
•	 Malignant indication for HCT was most common in, 85% (53/62) 
•	 The characteristics of these lung complications are shown in Figure 3, with early onset, non-severe, 

infectious lung disease being the most common type seen
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RESULTS – ELEVATED CXCL9 AND CHI3L1 PREDICT POST HCT PULMONARY COMPLICATIONS
•	 Elevated pre-HCT plasma CXCL9 (MIG) and Chitinase 3-like 1 (CHI3L1) were associated with post-HCT 

pulmonary complication outcomes (FDR p value p =0.0005 and p=0.0014 respectively) in patients with 
a malignant indication for transplant (Fig 4).

•	 AUC analyses showed that pre-HCT CXCL9 had significant predictive value (AUC=0.7, p=0.0007) and at 
a threshold > 7.075 log2 pg./mL (134.83 pg./mL) has a sensitivity of 69.81% and specificity of 61.36% 
(p=0.0007) to predict post-HCT pulmonary disease.

•	 Similarly, pre-HCT levels of CHI3L1 had significant predictive value (AUC =0.68, p=0.0016) and 
at a threshold > 11.15 log2 pg./mL (2272.39 pg./mL) has a sensitivity and specificity of 71.7% and 
56.82%,respectively (p=0.013), to predict post-HCT pulmonary disease (Figure 4).

CONCLUSIONS
•	 Pre-HCT plasma levels of CXCL9 and Chitinase 

3-like 1, both induced by IFN– γ, were associated 
with post-HCT pulmonary disease in children with a 
malignant indication for HCT.

•	 We also showed that healthy children are unlikely 
to be good controls for biomarker prediction in 
this cohort given the significant differences seen 
compared to age matched healthy controls

•	 A larger HCT cohort is therefore required to 
define the normal range of plasma cytokine 
levels for these patients as well as validate these 
biomarker findings. 
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Events  
Highlights

CELEBRATING OUR FUNDRAISING 
The Bella Tripp Foundation has been delighted 
to host a series of remarkable events, uniting 
communities, corporate partners, and supporters 
in our mission to improve the lives of children 
recovering from bone marrow transplants. These 
events have played a crucial role in raising essential 
funds and increasing awareness of respiratory 
complications following transplantation. 

By fostering engagement and securing vital 
resources for research and advocacy, these 
gatherings have strengthened our commitment 
to driving meaningful change in post-transplant 
respiratory care.



THE BELLA TRIPP FOUNDATION  
INAUGURAL GALA EVENT
The Inaugural Gala Event was a landmark 
occasion for The Bella Tripp Foundation, 
signifying the beginning of an impactful 
journey towards improving health outcomes 
for children facing post-transplant respiratory 
complications. This extraordinary evening was 
a true celebration of generosity, unity, and 
collective commitment to change. 

A special appreciation also goes to our valued 
partners and sponsors—Melbourne Storm, Betr, 
Maserati, Whitetop, Rutherford Entertainment, 
Simon West, Glasshaus, Prestige Events, 
Jacqui Felgate, Christian Lonzi, and Food 
and Desire—whose generosity and support 
helped create an unforgettable evening. Their 
contributions directly strengthen our ability to 
deliver memorable moments that leave lasting 
and positive impressions on our donors and 
community, in a way that grows awareness of 
our mission and purpose.

 
 
 
 
 

At the Gala event, Yasmina Tripp, mother of Bella, 
shared an emotional tribute to her daughter: 
"Bella was my best friend, full of life and strength. 
The bravest person I have ever known."

In his speech at the event, Dr Shivanthan 
Shanthikumar underscored the critical 
importance of raising awareness and funding for 
research: "By investing in research and improving 
awareness, we have the opportunity to transform 
post-transplant respiratory care, ensuring better 
outcomes for children worldwide."

YARRAWONGA CHARITY GOLF DAY
We hosted a charity golf day in Yarrawonga,  
with Melbourne Storm players Grant Anderson 
and Young Tonumaipea joining supporters  
and sponsors. 

Major sponsor Lotus Living played a key role in the 
event’s success, helping raise funds for ongoing 
research into respiratory complications following 
bone marrow transplants. 

Beyond the sport and camaraderie, this event 
carried deep significance as Bella enjoyed many 
happy moments in Yarrawonga over many years 
with her family and friends. 

Sincere thanks to Jen Severn and Lotus Living  
for their exceptional organisation and support of 
this golf day. 
 

This extraordinary evening 
was a true celebration of 
generosity, unity, and collective 
commitment to change. 

“ 

”
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LUNCH AT SILVERWOODS RESORT
Set against the picturesque backdrop of 
Silverwoods Resort, 70 women gathered for a 
luncheon in support of The Bella Tripp Foundation. 
The event provided a valuable opportunity to share 
the Foundation’s mission, strengthen community 
connections, and highlight the meaningful 
impact of our work. A portion of the proceeds 
was generously donated to the Foundation, 
directly supporting our ongoing programmes and 
initiatives. We are sincerely grateful to all who 
attended and contributed to the success of this 
special occasion. 

CAULFIELD GRAMMAR SCHOOL FUNDRAISER
The Caulfield Grammar School Fundraiser was 
a testament to the dedication and generosity 
of students and educators in supporting The 
Bella Tripp Foundation. This student-led initiative 
successfully raised awareness and funds to 
advance research and treatment for post-
transplant respiratory complications. 
 
A special acknowledgment goes to Isabella 
Anderson, House Captain, whose leadership and 
commitment were instrumental in the event’s 
success. Through meaningful discussions and 
proactive fundraising efforts, students showcased 
the power of youth-driven advocacy and 
community engagement. We extend our gratitude 
to everyone involved in making this initiative a 
success, demonstrating the profound impact 
collective action can have in driving change.

Rock the Squires was a 
resounding success, bringing 
together an incredible 
audience for an evening of live 
entertainment and philanthropy.

“ 

”

ROCK THE SQUIRES: A NIGHT OF MUSIC 
AND GIVING BACK
Rock the Squires was a resounding success, 
bringing together an incredible audience for an 
evening of live entertainment and philanthropy. 
Held on Saturday, 1st February 2025, at Squires 
Winery in Bundalong, the event featured Brendan 
Fevola and Ben Dixon as hosts, with a standout 
performance by Big and Horny, Melbourne’s 
renowned 13-piece band.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With all proceeds supporting The Bella 
Tripp Foundation, the night was a powerful 
demonstration of how entertainment and 
community spirit can create meaningful impact. 
Attendees came together not only to enjoy the 
music but also to contribute to a cause that 
makes a real difference. We extend our sincere 
gratitude to everyone who attended, donated, 
and supported the event. Your generosity and 
enthusiasm helped make Rock the Squires an 
outstanding success. 
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Your involvement helps push 
groundbreaking research 
forward, amplifies the voices 
of families affected by post-
transplant complications,  
and ensures that children 
receive the best possible  
care during recovery.

“ 

”

HONOURING OUR SUPPORTERS
Each event we hold is a powerful reminder of 
the generosity, passion, and unwavering support 
of our community. Through shared moments 
of advocacy, fundraising, and awareness, we 
are making meaningful strides in improving 
post-transplant respiratory care for children. 
The dedication of our supporters has been 
the driving force behind our progress, allowing 
us to fund critical research, enhance medical 
treatments, and advocate for better care.

Every contribution—whether attending an event, 
making a donation, or simply spreading the 
word—plays a vital role in furthering our mission. 
Your involvement helps push groundbreaking 
research forward, amplifies the voices of families 
affected by post-transplant complications, and 
ensures that children receive the best possible 
care during recovery.

We are deeply grateful to everyone who has 
been part of this journey. Your support fuels our 
commitment to driving real change, and together, 
we can continue to make a lasting impact. We 
invite you to stay engaged, join us at future 
events, and help us build a world where no child 
faces post-transplant challenges alone.

 

To learn more about upcoming events and ways 
to contribute, please visit thebellatrippfoundation.
org.au or follow us on social media.





Looking Ahead:  
Our Future Goals

As we look to the future, our commitment to 
improving outcomes for individuals affected 
by transplant-related lung disease remains 
stronger than ever. The year ahead presents an 
opportunity to advance critical research, foster 
collaborations, and drive meaningful change. 

By investing in early diagnostic tools, 
supporting innovative treatment development, 
and amplifying advocacy efforts, we aim to 
accelerate progress in this vital field. With the 
support of our community, partners, and donors, 
we are dedicated to making a lasting impact.

Our key initiatives for the year include:

Advancing Research and Early Diagnosis
Expanding research funding to accelerate the 
development of early diagnostic tools,  
enabling timely intervention and improved  
patient outcomes.

Strengthening Medical Partnerships
Collaborating with leading medical institutions 
to drive clinical trials and pioneer innovative 
treatment options.

Elevating Fundraising Efforts
Launching impactful initiatives to secure 
increased financial support for  
groundbreaking research.

Amplifying Advocacy and Awareness
Expanding national and international advocacy 
efforts to ensure this critical issue receives the 
attention it deserves.

The year ahead presents an 
opportunity to advance critical 
research, foster collaborations, 
and drive meaningful change.

“ 

”
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Acknowledgements  
and Heartfelt Thanks

ACKNOWLEDGING OUR SUPPORTERS 
We extend our deepest gratitude to our donors, 
volunteers, and supporters.  Many individuals 
and organisations have generously shared their 
knowledge, energy, expertise, and time in support 
of our mission. 

Your generosity drives our mission, enabling us 
to fund vital research with the potential to save 
lives. Every single contribution—whether from 
a donor, a medical researcher, or an advocate—
plays an essential role in our progress. 

Specifically, we would like to acknowledge the 
people and businesses shown on the following 
pages for their invaluable contribution to the 
Foundation to date.

Please continue to support our purpose  
and visit thebellatrippfoundation.org.au and 
follow us @bellatrippfoundation on Instagram 
and Facebook. 

Your engagement helps us raise awareness, 
expand our reach, and bring more people into our 
mission of changing lives. Together, we are paving 
the way for improved medical outcomes and 
a brighter future for children undergoing bone 
marrow transplants. Together, with your ongoing 
support, we aim to make a lasting impact. 

Together, we are paving the 
way for improved medical 
outcomes and a brighter future 
for children undergoing bone 
marrow transplants. Together, 
with your ongoing support, we 
aim to make a lasting impact. 

“ 

”





1010 Capital – Dale Santfl and Harry Stobie

3AW – Ross Stevenson 	  

3NE/EDGE FM 

Alexander Tripp

Anthony Modica

Argyll Partners Chartered Accountants  

– Craig Whyte and Team

Aristocrats – Graeme Griggins 

Arnold Bloch Leibler – Christine Fleer, Jessica 

Wills and Prianca Maharaj 

 Bar Bambi – Dan Russian

Barrenjoey Capital Partners 

Beauty Science 

Ben Dixon 

BETR – Andrew Menz and Brad Fanning 

Bianca and Cameron Munster

Black Bull Golf Club – James McCully  

Bliss Lashes and Brows 

Blowout Bar Toorak 

Brendan Fevola 

Cameron Munster

Cappellazzo Couture – Sonia Cappellazzo

Charcoal Grill on the Hill Restaurant – Linda 

Caminiti

Christian Lonzi 

Chun Family 

Coppersmith Hotel – Paul Scott and Team 

Cumberoona – Lake Mulwala Boat Cruises

Davos and Miles – George Mileski 

Dean Rees 

Diamond District

Ellie Beauty 

Flower Drum – Jason Lui 

Frankie’s Hair Salon

Glasshaus Florist – Paul Hyland

Glen Boss 

Grill’d 

HFH Auto Group Melbourne – Jono Hardwick  

and Family

Jackson Peele  

Jacqui Felgate 

Jo Dring 

Jo Stuckey

Karen Jones 

Kennedy’s Real Estate 

Keya Kennedy and Family 

Kidman Agriculture 

KoKomo Private Island Fiji 

Lotus Living and Silverwood resorts – Jen Severn

Made Agency Sydney – Richard Stenlake and Team

Maserati – Gary Nadin and Team

Matti Grant

need to change
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Melbourne Fitness Performance 

Melbourne Storm – Justin Rodski and Team

MG – Carrie Edward-Britt

Michael Wong 

Miss Louise 

Mitchelton Winery and Jayco – Val and Gerry Ryan

Mon Somm – Tom Bastion

Movida Group – Andy McMahon

Mulwala Ski Club 

Nadine Jones

Nelson Asofa Solomona

Oakdale Apartments 

Oakdale Meats and Melbourne Racing Club  

– Brook Dawson

Penny and Jamie Pickett and Family 

Pneutech – Damian Smith

Preen Hairdressing – Melissa Bowman and Team

Prestige Global Events – Paul Finn and Jayden Finn

Pro Chiropractic 

Rhiarne Budge

Rich Glenn 

Rutherford Entertainment – Nick Rutherford  

and Bree Inturrisi and Team

Ryan Papenhuyzen

Salter Brothers – Elizabeth and Robert Salter  

and Team

Sandra Cummins and Family 

Shaun Whitechurch 

Simon Rathbone 

Simon West Jewellery – Simon west 

Ski, Skin + Surf Yarrawonga 

Skoop – Maz Nicado 

Smooch Body 

Sourceym 

Squires Winery – Paul Squire 

Tonka and Coda Restaurants 

Tramonto Estate Wines 

Visage by Aleksandra 

Vital VPN

Wagyu Ya Group Restaurants 

Wanted Man Wines – Eliza Mantello and  

Pete Bartholomew and Family

Wasserman Australia – Daniel O’Loughlin 

White Top Events – Sophie and Josh Walsh

Win Regional Television

Yarrawonga Golf Club 

Yarrawonga Hotel and Pub 

Yarrawonga Mulwala RSL 

Yarrawonga Newsagency – Sue and Gary Douglas
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